MINUTES OF SIOUX COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
MEETING HELD ON MARCH 7, 2017
1) The Board of Supervisors of Sioux County, Iowa, met pursuant to adjournment at 9:00 a.m.
with Chairman Sybesma presiding. Members present were John Degen, Arlyn Kleinwolterink,
Dennis Wright, Mark Sybesma, and Al Bloemendaal.
2) Minutes of the meeting held on February 28, 2017, were submitted, and the Chairman declared
them approved.
3) Kim Compton, Wellmark Representative reviewed a report with the Board in regards to the
County health insurance plan. The ISAC group as a whole has seen medical use drop but the
pharmacy use go up. Large claims were down over the past year. Sioux County has attained
a 5% discount for experience and a 5% discount for wellness participation. This savings
equates to $768 per contract per year for the single plan, and $1,704 per contract per year for
the family plan.
4) Committee Reports:
•
•
•

Wright – discussed some potential plans for the Family Crisis Center building project.
Wright & Sybesma – attended a Sioux Rivers Mental Health Region meeting on
February 28. Funding requests were approved at this meeting and there was discussion
on adding a position for juvenile commitments.
Sybesma – attended a 3rd Judicial meeting.

5) Tom Kunstle, Sioux County Attorney discussed the sentencing of Peter Baccam, 22 of Sioux
Center. Kunstle recommended the maximum sentence and the court agreed. Baccam was
sentenced to 2 years in prison for his third conviction of domestic abuse assault.
6) Micah Van Maanen, Sioux County IT Director informed the Board that Nathan Brown, the
Sioux County GIS Technician, has accepted another job and his last day will be March 17,
2017. Van Maanen worked with the County Assessor, Auditor, and Real Estate clerk in
researching the possible outsourcing of the GIS workload. He distributed a report showing
cost of keeping the job in house and the costs associated with outsourcing. He determined it
best to advertise to fill the position rather than outsourcing. Van Maanen also stated that there
continues to be more State mandated processes relating to GIS and the use of a GIS person
continues to increase.
7) As this was the date and 9:30 a.m. the time set for a Public Hearing to approve the FY
2017/2018 Budget, said hearing was opened by the chairman. Ryan Dokter, Sioux County
Auditor presented the budget as published in the official county newspapers. Dokter discussed
the projected fund balances and the category of expenses affecting those balances. No
comments were made from the public in attendance. The Chairman closed the Public Hearing.
Motion by Wright and supported by Kleinwolterink to approve a resolution approving the
budget and certifying taxes as submitted by the Auditor. Discussion:
Supervisor Bloemendaal stated that the Board has been operating backwards when working on
the budget. He thought that less was spent from the budget than what was received in revenue,
but that is not the case with this budget and previous budgets. He has told his constituents that
the Board tries to keep the levies the same but taxes do increase due to the increase in

valuations. He stated that in the future it would be nice to know how much money the County
has before deciding the expenses. He also stated that he is not comfortable with how the
previous spending has happened and accepts responsibility for his part in that. Bloemendaal
thinks that if the Board went through each budget line by line, more expense could be removed
from the budget. He stated that the Board needs to ask the question “can we afford to fund all
of the requests being made?” Finally, Bloemendaal stated that it is dangerous to give multiyear
commitments for funding not knowing how each year will look.
Supervisor Wright stated that the Board does need to be careful with long-term commitments,
but also thinks the County will be fine with the proposed budget. He stated that some fund
balance reduction was done intentionally to fund the geothermal system in the Courthouse.
Chairman Sybesma stated in that in the last 8 years, taxes have gone from 7,014,000 to nearly
10,400,000 in tax asking and the fund balance has dropped 1,100,000. This equates to
4,700,000 more in spending. He stated that this proposed budget is irresponsible to the
taxpayers, employees, and leaders in this community. There will be deficit spending of
$436,000, which is unprecedented during the 16 years he has been on the Board of Supervisors.
He stated that this budget is undisciplined and is not proud of it.
Roll call on Vote: Wright, Yes; Bloemendaal, No; Degen, Yes; Kleinwolterink, Yes; Sybesma,
No. Motion carried three members in favor, two opposed.
RESOLUTION 2017-08
Approval of FY 2017/2018 Budget and Certification of Taxes

WHEREAS, the Sioux County Board of Supervisors has considered the proposed FY 2017/2018
county budget and certification of taxes, and
WHEREAS, a public hearing concerning the proposed county budget was held on March 7, 2017,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of Sioux County that the
county budget and certificate of taxes for FY 2017/2018, as set forth in the budget summary, is hereby
adopted and that the Sioux County Auditor is directed to file said budget and to establish accounting records
in accordance with the attached schedules.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairperson and the County Auditor be and are hereby
authorized to sign the approved FY 2017/2018 county budget.
Signed and dated this 7th day of March, 2017.

/s/Mark Sybesma, Chairman
Sioux County Board of Supervisors
ATTEST: /s/Ryan Dokter
Sioux County Auditor

8) The claims were approved as submitted by the County Auditor.
9) The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 10:05 a.m. until 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, March 14, 2017.
_______________________________
Mark Sybesma, Chairman
Sioux County Board of Supervisors
ATTEST: ___________________________
Ryan Dokter
Sioux County Auditor

